
Selectboard Meeting 1 
Tuesday, January 25, 2022 2 

Meeting Minutes 3 
 4 

 5 
Members Present: Brian Carpenter, Heather Seeley, Farhad Khan, Nick Artim,  6 
Lindsey Fuentes-George and Esther Thomas. Dan Brown arrived later in the meeting and left early. 7 
 8 
Staff Present: Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay, Chief of Police Tom Hanley, Director of Public Works 9 
Planning Dan Werner and Town Clerk Ann Webster 10 
 11 
Also Present: Laura Asermily, Louise Prescott, Victoria DeWind, Chris Robbins and Judith Wiger-Grohs 12 
 13 

1. Call to Order 14 
 15 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Brian Carpenter 16 
 17 

2.  Approval of Agenda 18 
 19 
Khan moved to approve the agenda, and Seeley seconded the motion. 20 
 21 
Carpenter noted that Item 3.f for the approval of the Grant Agreement for an Historical Grant for the 22 
Library was deleted, and Item 5 was being added to the agenda for a request by Wastewater 23 
Superintendent Bob Wells for a sole-source purchase for a replacement seal for a centrifugal pump at 24 
the main pump station.  He also said there was a need for an Executive Session regarding real estate. 25 
 26 
The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED.  27 
  28 

3. Approval of Consent Agenda 29 
 30 

3.a. Approval of Minutes of the January 11, 2022 Regular Selectboard Meeting 31 
3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 32 
3.c.  Note Receipt of Ilsley Library Renovation/Expansion Working Group Recommendation on Next 33 
Steps (Discussion at a future meeting) 34 
3.d.   Approval of Grant Agreement for Municipal Planning Grant for Pedestrian & Bicycle Connectivity 35 
3.e.   Approval of Grant Agreement for Vermont Community Development Program grant for Lindale 36 
Mobile Home Park’s Septic System Improvement Project 37 
3.f. (DELETED)  38 
3.g. 2022 Certificate of Highway Mileage 39 
3.h. Town Manager’s Report 40 

• Update from Susan Shashok on the Proposed Town Meeting Working Group 41 
 42 
 43 

• 03h - Current Correspondence - Received January 7 - 25, 2022 44 
3.h.1 December 31, 2021 FY22 Year-to-date budget reports for the General, Equipment, Water & 45 
Wastewater Funds.  46 
 47 
Seeley moved to approve the consent agenda as presented, and Khan seconded the motion. 48 

http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/29%20-%20January%2025%20SB%20Packet/03h%20-%20Current%20Correspondence%20-%20Received%20January%207%20-%2025.pdf
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 49 
The motion approving the consent agenda as presented carried with 5 in favor, 1 absent, 1 abstention 50 
(Thomas was not present at the last meeting so abstained from voting on the minutes).   MOTION 51 
PASSED 52 
 53 

4.  Citizen Comments 54 
 55 
Carpenter used this time to say the Board had received quite a few letters from people concerned about 56 
the airport, and he asked Louise Prescott, who wrote one of the letters, to please share the following 57 
information regarding their concerns with the others.  He said there have been two private cold-storage 58 
aircraft hangers that have been approved, and he has verified with the Act 250 Clerk that all the 59 
adjoining property owners had been notified.  He said these hangars are north of the existing hangars 60 
and within the footprint of existing buildings.  He said these are private buildings and do not trip any 61 
concerns for Act 250 and it would be a stretch to think these hangars are impacting anything at the 62 
airport.  He said the other concern brought to the Board by neighbors was hearsay the airport was 63 
installing lights, and he said there is no project in the works to do this.  He said there is a requirement by 64 
the State and the FAA that every airport have a master plan, and at the direction of the legislators all the 65 
airport master plans are being evaluated now. He said the only permit submitted to the Act 250 Board 66 
by VTrans that has yet to be reviewed is for tree maintenance.  Carpenter urged community members to 67 
take the time to understand the facts before sending off angry letters to the State. 68 
 69 
 70 

5. Request from Wastewater Superintendent Bob Wells for the Sole-Source Purchase of a 71 
Replacement Seal for a Centrifugal Pump at the Main Pump Station 72 

 73 
Carpenter said this sole-source purchase request is for $19,808.  Ramsay read part of a memo from 74 
Wastewater Superintendent Bob stating, “Pump #2 has developed a seal leak to the point that the pump 75 
needed to be taken out of service.  Aqua-Solutions is certified to rebuild Ingersoll-Dresser pumps and we 76 
have used them in the past on these pumps “   77 
 78 
Khan moved to award a contract for the purchase and installation of a replacement seal from Aqua 79 
Solutions under the Sole Source Purchases provision of the Purchasing Policy, at a total cost of $19,808.    80 
Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 81 
 82 

6. Finalize FY23 Budget Proposal 83 
 84 

Town Manager Ramsay went over the changes made to the budget as a result of the last Board meeting.  85 
She said the Board asked her to go back and reduce the amount of money being used from the fund 86 
balance to $553,000, which will result in an estimated 3-cent increase in the tax rate.   She said as a 87 
follow-up, the Infrastructure Committee and Library Working Group have recommended that we not go 88 
forward with a bond vote at this time for a new HVAC system for the Library, so Library Director Dana 89 
Hart has requested to increase the line item for the Library building service contract by $5,000.    She 90 
said there is also an increase of $834 in the estimated County assessment.  She said these changes 91 
amount to an increase of $158,834 in the final amount to be raised by taxes, and this includes the 92 
decrease in non-tax revenues from the surplus and the increase in expenses.   Ramsay said she had also 93 
included scenarios for the Board to consider for a 2-cent increase or a 2.5 cent increase in the tax rate.  94 
 95 
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Carpenter said they’d requested Ramsay to target leaving somewhere around 15% in the fund balance, 96 
and a 3-cent increase in the tax rate would get that to 14.2%.  Seeley and Fuentes-George said they 97 
were both okay with this, and Artim felt it reached the target they’d aimed for.   Carpenter said with an 98 
inflation rate of 7% last year, he’s concerned about where it’s going, and he doesn’t want to cut the fund 99 
balance too much and then have to raise taxes significantly.    Ramsay said this 3-cent increase is only an 100 
estimate since we’re unsure of what the final Grand List will be. 101 
 102 
Ramsay said this budget includes all the agency requests for increases in funding, but it does not include 103 
the funds being requested by the two new agencies that have asked to be on the Warning. 104 
 105 
Dan Brown entered the meeting at this time, and Carpenter summarized their budget discussion for 106 
him.  Brown asked about the consensus on the 3-cent tax increase, and Carpenter said the Board was 107 
comfortable with the increase.  Brown said he’s always hesitant to raise the tax rate too much, because 108 
he remembers as a business owner how much of an impact even a 1-cent increase can mean to a 109 
business.  Carpenter said as a business owner he understands, but he also understands that inflation is a 110 
“real thing”. 111 
 112 
Resident Victoria DeWind asked about the Board not wanting to deplete the fund balance, and she 113 
wondered if there were specific things they were saving money for or is this just a precaution. She said 114 
inflation is hitting everyone, and 1-cent of the tax rate can make a big difference, so she unless there is 115 
something specific that the money is needed for, she urged them to consider the 2.5-cent increase.  116 
Carpenter said the Board wasn’t raising money for a future project, it’s just trying not to use any more of 117 
our savings than is needed since that money may be needed next year to avoid a dramatic increase in 118 
property taxes. 119 
 120 
DeWind said there are still Bridge funds that could be used, and Carpenter responded that there are 121 
some major water and sewer projects that the Town will need that money for, since many grants 122 
require matching funds.  Seeley said the biggest project coming up this spring will be the Washington 123 
Street Water line, the need for additional water storage capacity on Chipman Hill, and the Wastewater 124 
Plant upgrade.    125 
 126 
Seeley said the Fund Balance are funds held in reserve for unexpected expenses over what is budgeted, 127 
and operating principles recommend a certain percentage of the operating budget be held in savings.  128 
She said these funds would cover any impacts inflation may have on the cost of items we have already 129 
budgeted for.   130 
 131 
Khan moved to approve the FY23 budget for presentation to the voters at Town Meeting.   Seeley 132 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor. MOTION PASSED. 133 
 134 

7.  Finalize Town Meeting Warning 135 
 136 
Ramsay said the first thing is to decide if the Board wants an in-person meeting at the high school, or 137 
will we approve the budget by Australian ballot as we did last year.  She said the Legislature has 138 
approved this format and the Governor has signed it into law. 139 
 140 
Town Clerk Ann Webster said her preference and recommendation is to do an informational meeting 141 
prior to everything being voted by Australian ballot.  She said she also recommends that the balloting be 142 
done at the Recreation Center, since she wants as much space as possible to spread out the voting 143 
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operations.  Carpenter said with the Omicron variant still circulating, it seemed the right thing to do, and 144 
Khan agreed.  Khan said so many people are reporting cases and having a lot of people in one place puts 145 
everyone at risk.    Webster said if there was any kind of turnout at all at the high school, the check in 146 
process would be very difficult. 147 
 148 
The option of having Town Meeting via Zoom was discussed, but it was decided that at this time it just 149 
isn’t feasible.  Seeley said it may be something in the future, and Webster agreed, but technologically we 150 
aren’t there yet. 151 
 152 
It was agreed that the in-person Town Meeting be eliminated, and the warned articles be voted on by 153 
Australian ballot.  Ramsay said Town Attorney has recommended a motion for this. 154 
 155 
Fuentes-George moved to have an informational meeting and that Warning items be voted on by 156 
Australian ballot.  Thomas seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.    MOTION PASSED. 157 
 158 
Dan Brown left the meeting at this point. 159 
 160 
Ramsay read the Articles in the Draft Warning.  She said Articles 6 & 7 are from the Vermont Family 161 
Network and Addison Allies requesting funding.  Artim said if the Board includes these Articles on the 162 
Warning, it’s essentially endorsing them and he didn’t feel either agency did a very good job of 163 
presenting their mission and he thinks they need to do their homework on explaining why the  taxpayers 164 
should agree to fund them, so he’s not in favor of either Article 6 or 7.   He said he also wanted to point 165 
out something out about Article 5 regarding extending the tax exemption for the real property owned 166 
by Middlebury Regional Emergency Medical Services (MREMS).  He said this is what happens to shire 167 
towns and how they’re often carrying a higher percentage of the burden in the county.  He said the 168 
Town budget includes $84,960 for MREMS, but by approving this tax exemption of $13,442, the 169 
taxpayers are actually subsidizing $98,702.90. 170 
 171 
Webster said in regard to Article 7 on the Addison Allies Network funding request, the Board at an 172 
earlier meeting voted to waive the petition requirement for social services to get on the ballot.  She said 173 
normally the Board can put anything on the Warning they want, so if someone requests to be on the 174 
ballot the Board can refuse.  If that happens, then the agency can go out and get signatures on a petition 175 
to be included on the ballot and it goes on the ballot even if the Board has not previously agreed to add 176 
it.  Webster said in this case, this agency contacted her office about how to get the funding and she 177 
provided the Board policy on how to petition for funding, but when the Board waived the need for a 178 
petition requirement, the Addison Allies Network submitted their request with the wording as it would 179 
have been on the petition.  She said this was submitted after the Board eliminated the petition 180 
requirement, so to her, this is the same as the Legislature waiving the need for a petition for candidates 181 
to get on the ballot.  182 
 183 
Carpenter said he hears what Ann is saying, but everyone knows they can submit a petition, but they still 184 
have to present their case to the Board.  Webster said that is not what the minutes from that meeting 185 
say, it says the requirement was waived.    Ramsay said they could be included on the Warning this year 186 
and let the voters decide, and then the Board can request they petition the voters next year. 187 
 188 
Webster said the Vermont Family Network’s request in Article 6 came in before the Selectboard’s 189 
decision to waive the petition requirement and they’re definitely more of a statewide agency. 190 
 191 
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Khan said he doesn’t support Article 6 at all.  He said they stated that they get $16,000 statewide and 192 
they’re requesting $2,500 from us, and he doesn’t know how their work impacts Middlebury at all.  He 193 
said he does, however, know about Addison Allies Network and the work they do, and he supports 194 
them.  Seeley said she agreed with Khan and does not support Article 6 but does support Article 7, since 195 
they provide assistance to farms in the area. Fuentes-George and Thomas agreed.  Artim said he could 196 
agree to this. 197 
 198 
The Board reviewed the remaining Articles and corrected the numbering of the Articles with the changes 199 
made. 200 
 201 
Seeley moved to approve the 2022 Town Meeting Warning as amended, and Khan seconded the 202 
motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 203 
 204 
Resident Laura Asermily stated that the mailing that goes out to voters is a marketing opportunity for 205 
the community and we should make the mailing more “robust”.    Seeley said while they appreciate her 206 
idea, it may be difficult this year due to staffing shortages. 207 
 208 
8. Chief of Police/Emergency Management Director Tom Hanley with an update from the January 24, 209 
2022 Public Health & Safety Committee Meeting, including a recommendation on a Memorandum of 210 

Agreement with Bird Rides, Inc. (an e-scooter rental company) 211 
 212 

Chief Hanley joined the Board to give an update on the Public Health and Safety Committee meeting 213 
held the night before in regard to using Bird Scooters here in Middlebury and the license to allow them.  214 
He said after their Committee meeting in September, they put together a Memorandum of Agreement 215 
(MOA) that was vetted and edited by the Town Attorney and they reviewed it at their meeting on 216 
Monday. He said the Committee recommends that the Selectboard approve the MOA, which establishes 217 
conditions for Bird Rides to be licensed to use electric scooters in Middlebury and the agreement will 218 
run from May 1st until October 31st.   He said this is a one-year agreement and it can be terminated with 219 
a 30-day notice if it is determined it isn’t working out.  He said at the moment Bird Rides has not found a 220 
host to manage the program for them, as no one is willing to take it on at this time. 221 
 222 
He said the other item discussed by the Public Health and Safety Committee was the Cannabis 223 
Ordinance.  He said he had acquired the latest guidance for municipalities from the State Cannabis 224 
Control Board, but there isn’t anything the Town can do in an Ordinance to regulate cannabis, as it is all 225 
managed and regulated by the State.  He said the only thing towns can do is to apply any kind of zoning 226 
ordinance regulations that are applicable to other businesses, so it’s pointless to proceed with a 227 
Cannabis Ordinance. 228 
 229 
Laura Asermily said it should be clarified that the Public Health and Safety Committee agreed to delete 230 
the sentence pertaining to the use of electric scooters on sidewalks, and she believes the rest of the 231 
agreement will protect our pedestrians. 232 
 233 
Hanley said the last thing the Committee dealt with was public restrooms, and Asermily has a committee 234 
that is looking into this.  He said the consensus of the Committee was that, while they endorse the need 235 
for a public rest room, this really requires review at a higher level since the acquisition of a Portland Loo 236 
is $110,000, along with all the site acquisition and preparations needed, not to mention the on-going 237 
maintenance.  He said if the Board is interested in pushing this along, it really needs a project manager 238 
to get some formal Requests for Proposal (RFP) to see exactly what the scope of this project is. 239 
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 240 
Khan moved to approve the Memorandum of Agreement with Bird Rides as amended.  Seeley seconded 241 
the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent. MOTION PASSED. 242 
 243 

9. Director of Public Works Planning Dan Werner with updates and recommendations from the 244 
January 13, 2022 Infrastructure Committee Meeting 245 

 246 
9a. Recommendation on Award of the Contract for Colonial Drive Water/Wastewater/ 247 

Stormwater/Highway Project 248 
 249 
Werner joined the Board, and said this project is for Colonial Drive, which loops behind Co-op Insurance 250 
off Washington Street Extension.  He said they had 7 bidders on this project and the low bidder was 251 
Champlain Construction at $1,023,653.32.  He said this is a comprehensive project involving the water 252 
main, sanitary sewer main, stormwater piping structures, street rehab and a small portion of sidewalk 253 
work, and he is asking the Board to approve this bid.  The cost of this project is divided up between 254 
three Capital Improvement budgets: Highway - $695,799; Water - $183,204 and Sewer - $285,999. 255 
 256 
Seeley moved to award a contract to Champlain Construction Company for construction of the Colonial 257 
Drive Improvements Project, at a total cost of $1,023,653.32.  Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  258 
The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 259 
 260 

9b. Recommendation on the Award of Contract for Engineering for  261 
Cady Road Recycling and Paving Project 262 

 263 
Werner said this request is to award the engineering contract for the recycling and paving project on 264 
Cady Road from Route 116 to Route 7.  He said we replaced the culverts on Cady Road in 2020 and 2021, 265 
so last year he applied for a Class II paving grant, and we were able to get the maximum grant of 266 
$175,000.  He said he is asking the Board to approve an engineering agreement with Landmark 267 
Engineering, a new firm formed by Jamie Simpson, who used to work with Green Mountain Engineering.  268 
He said Simpson has done several of these recycling projects in Middlebury, so he’s well versed on how 269 
it works and expectations.  He said this contract is for $16,200. 270 
 271 
Resident and Infrastructure Committee member Judith Wiger-Grohs said she’s been discussing with 272 
Werner that what has been going on with Colonial Drive and the other paving projects in town, and 273 
she’s also shared this with the Infrastructure Committee.  She thinks it’s beyond time to begin 274 
considering green infrastructure, such as maybe ditching each side of Colonial Drive and do plantings to 275 
mitigate stormwater runoff and pervious pavement on short sections.  She said the same thing holds 276 
true on the new paving projects being considered, because the way we’ve been doing paving projects is 277 
just “kicking the can down the road” and the State is going to come down on us for some of this.  She 278 
said we can’t keep dumping chemicals and salt into Lake Champlain, and she understands it will take 279 
great initiative and most likely greater expense, but as a member of the Infrastructure Committee she 280 
will not be able to continue approving doing things the way we’ve been doing them when there are 281 
more environmentally friendly ways of doing them.  She said Burlington, South Burlington, Montpelier, 282 
Rutland, Charlotte and Shelburne are figuring it out and she feels it’s time that Middlebury figures it out. 283 
 284 
Middlebury resident and former member of the Infrastructure Committee Chris Robbins said she 285 
realized that Colonial Drive is already out to bid, but she suggested maybe some plantings around the 286 
catch basins, like they have done around the College library and around Marble Works.   287 
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 288 
Seeley, who is the Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, said she appreciated these suggestions, but 289 
the Colonial Drive project has been in the works for 4 or 5 years, so it’s difficult to make changes at this 290 
point since the project is already engineered and bid, but some of these options could be looked at in 291 
projects going forward if there is time and funding available to do it.   292 
 293 
Seeley moved to award a contract to Landmark Engineering & Design for engineering services for the 294 
Cady Road Recycling and Paving Project, at a total cost of $16,200.  Fuentes-George seconded the 295 
motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 296 
 297 
Wiger-Grohs asked when in the planning process does she bring up her concerns in order to see some 298 
progress with green infrastructure.  She said she thought Leno Lane and Kings Row were new plans, and 299 
it’s troublesome enough that it’s occurring in the other locations, but both Leno Lane and Kings Row 300 
back up to wet areas.  She said we need to at least consider green infrastructure alternatives, and while 301 
she knows it takes more time, money and effort, she feels it’s our responsibility to do this and she will 302 
keep on bringing it up. 303 
 304 
Seeley said the engineering process of a project is when this should be considered, and she is correct 305 
that this is the time to discuss it with the Leno Lane and Kings Row paving project.  She reminded Wiger-306 
Grohs she had asked her to provide some information on pervious paving and she hasn’t seen that yet, 307 
and in this project is for paving only, and not for any kind of sanitary or storm water infrastructure.  308 
Seeley asked Werner if he could ask Landmark Engineering how much it would cost for them to consider 309 
different options in this particular project and bring that information to the next Infrastructure 310 
Committee meeting. 311 
 312 
Wiger-Grohs said that pervious paving is part of green infrastructure and offered to connect Seeley with 313 
other Vermont towns who have green infrastructure projects.  Seeley said this could be discussed at a 314 
future Infrastructure Meeting. 315 
 316 

9c. Recommendation on the Award of Contract for Engineering for  317 
Kings Row, Leno Lanes & North Branch Paving Project 318 

 319 
Werner said this is another recycling paving project for North and South Leno Lane and Kings Row in 320 
East Middlebury.  He said the Infrastructure Committee had discussed and agreed at an earlier meeting 321 
about using some funds that had been set aside for improvements to School House Hill Road that were 322 
planned many years ago.  He said these funds have just been sitting there and the project is not going to 323 
happen, so it was decided to use the funds for other paving projects in East Middlebury.   He said this 324 
request is to approve the engineering for these paving projects. 325 
 326 
Werner said the other part of this is the North Branch Road paving project.  He said last year in Capital 327 
Improvements, money was set aside to pave some gravel roads.  He said there is a 1,300- to 1,600-foot 328 
section of North Branch Road that is a constant problem for the Highway Department because the 329 
gravel washes into the ditches, so they plan on paving a small section of North Branch Road with some 330 
of these funds.   331 
 332 
He said this agreement with Landmark Engineering for $16,400 is to package these paving projects 333 
together, do the specifications and the bid and take us through the project completion. 334 
 335 
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Fuentes-George asked if it was for the section of North Branch Road right as it comes off Route 125.  336 
Werner said no, it’s in the area of “Railing Hill” that is a flat spot with a big drop off on the right-hand 337 
side, then up the hill towards the Halnon residence. 338 
 339 
Khan moved to award a contract to Landmark Engineering & Design for engineering services for the 340 
Leno Lane, Kings Row & North Branch Road Paving Projects, at a total cost of $16,400. Fuentes-George 341 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED.  342 
 343 

9d. Recommendation on purchase and installation of replacement  344 
pump and motor for Wellhouse Pump #3 345 

 346 
Werner said the pump in Well #3 has died and the electric motor attached to it is electrically “fried”.  He 347 
said the Water Department obtained pricing from Barry Miller, who is well respected by our control and 348 
electric motor professionals that we’ve been using recently for well pumps.  He said the estimate to 349 
remove and replace the pump and motor with an in-kind 50 horsepower submersible and motor pump 350 
is $6,800, and the purchase price is $14,500, for a total cost of $21,300.  He said everyone needed to be 351 
aware that when the pump comes out of the hole there is a good chance that the wiring and piping will 352 
need to be replaced as well, but there is no way to know that until it comes out. 353 
 354 
Seeley moved to award a contract to Barrie Miller’s Well & Pump Service, Inc. to remove and replace the 355 
submersible pump and motor for Wellhouse Pump #3, at a total cost of $21,300.  Khan seconded the 356 
motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 357 
 358 

10. Allen Karnatz, Vermont Land Trust Champlain Valley Farm Director, with a request for an 359 
allocation from the Towns Land Conservation Fund to permanently conserve land off Painter Road 360 

owned by Doug Butler and land off South Munger Street owned by Jerry & Bernardine Butler 361 
 362 

Karnatz said he was attending the meeting mostly to answer any questions the Board might have.  He 363 
said he had met with the Planning Commission and the Conservation Commission recently and also with 364 
the Middlebury Area Land Trust, who all provided letters of support for this project. 365 
 366 
Carpenter said a citizen had raised a concern about public funds being used to conserve property and 367 
the then landowner posting the property, so he wondered if there were any rules to cover that.  Karnatz 368 
said the easement does not require public access.  He said occasionally they do trails and have worked 369 
with MALT in the past on these trails, but it is often a sticking point with landowners to open it to total 370 
public access although they do try to push public access when they can.  371 
 372 
Karnatz said he’s pleased to have two projects, both Butler families, with property that is almost 373 
contiguous, and they like to create these larger blocks of property for wildlife habitat and wildlife 374 
corridors, as well as farm activity. 375 
 376 
Chris Robbins spoke in support of this project and said these properties are good to preserve for views, 377 
wildlife and farming. 378 
 379 
Khan moved to authorize the allocation of $30,000 from the Town Conservation Fund in support of a 380 
Vermont Land Trust project to permanently conserve a 100-acre parcel owned by Doug Butler, located 381 
off Painter Road. Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION 382 
PASSED. 383 
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 384 
Khan moved to authorize the allocation of $30,000 from the Town Conservation Fund in support of a 385 
Vermont Land Trust project to permanently conserve a 128-acre parcel owned by Jerry and Bernadine 386 
Butler, located off Munger Street.  Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in 387 
favor.  MOTION PASSED. 388 
 389 

12. Approval of Check Warrants 390 
 391 
Esther Thomas moved to approve total expenditures in the amount of $523,916.82, consisting of 392 
$396,988.41 for accounts payable, and $126,928.41 for payroll, for the period January 12, 2022 through 393 
January 25, 2022.  Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 394 
 395 

13. Board Member Concerns 396 
 397 
Fuentes-George thanked the Department of Public Works for keeping the sidewalks and roads clear and 398 
keeping us safe. 399 
 400 
Thomas said she had an opportunity to go to the DEI workshop training and is so proud and honored to 401 
be a part of the team. 402 
 403 
Artim said he agreed with Seeley that it is sad we’re not having a Town Meeting this year, since it’s a 404 
time for the community to come together in commonality and it’s a joy to be a part of it.  He said to not 405 
have it again is just an example of this continuous isolation.  He said some of the moments that he 406 
remembers are the Town Report dedications made at the meetings, and when he gave the presentation 407 
speeches for Walter Calhoun and Karl Neuse, both of whom are no longer with us, and for Jim Douglas 408 
and Dean George.  He said it is an opportunity to honor these people and for the community to see the 409 
role models who make Middlebury better.  He said next year we must have it, since we can’t continue 410 
this. 411 
 412 

14. Executive Session – Real Estate Matters 413 
 414 
Seeley said In accordance with Vermont’s Open Meeting Law requirements, she moved that the Board 415 
find that premature general knowledge of the consideration of real estate matters would clearly place 416 
the Selectboard at a substantial disadvantage, because the Select Board risks disclosing its litigation 417 
strategy if it discusses the real estate matters in public.  Khan seconded the motion.  The motion carried 418 
with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 419 
 420 
Seeley further moved that the Board enter into Executive Session to discuss real estate matters, under 421 
the provisions of Title 1, Section 313(a)(1) of the Vermont Statutes.  Khan seconded the motion.  The 422 
motion carried with 7 in favor. MOTION PASSED. 423 
 424 
The Board entered into Executive Session at 8:41 p.m. 425 
 426 
 427 

15. Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session 428 
 429 

The Board exited Executive Session at 8:59 p.m. upon motion by Seeley, seconded by Fuentes-George, 430 
with no further action. 431 
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 432 
16.  Adjournment 433 

 434 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. upon motion by Khan, seconded by Seeley. 435 
 436 
The next regular meeting of the Middlebury Selectboard will be on Tuesday, February 8, 2022 at 7:00 437 
p.m. 438 
 439 
Respectfully submitted, 440 
Beth Dow 441 


